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& iudgment. Any intelligent plan must be evaluated
from time to time

roles assigned them, and whether its goal is

e previous year

swd detareiRe Row o proceed in the next. It is essen-

i

A3 3 peneral rule, the fizst three and last three
blossings of Shemoneh Esrel are resunved For
praiee and thasks, not personol  tequesis.
However, the four addidons of the repentance
perind ave-permited because they plead for the
entire nation, not For individuale {Abudraham )

a8 R Kruspedai said in the name of R

i5 566 Fow well Tt 'had succeeded,
Whether the Trdividual actors have carried out the
wt LA e
' realized Since it was God's desire that man proclaim!
Him King, He chose the anniversary of the day When
it all began to review the results of t

i

o e F !ﬁ”’i"‘?uﬁ “m’jw% e

-~ BIMG Blessed are You, Hastiem, owr God and the God of owr
forefathers, God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of Jacob;
the great, mighty, and awesome God, the supreme God, Who bestows -
bevieficial kindnesses and creates everything, Who vecalls the
kindnesses of the Patrigrchs and brings a Redeemer to their children’s
ehildren, for His Name's sake, with love.
‘gu Remenber us® for life, O King Whe desires Bife,” and inscribe
us jn the Rook of Life — for Your sake,* O ihing God.
[§f uhowve passage was forgotten, da not repeat Shemoneh Esral, See Laws §19.]
) Bend the knees at Blessed”; bavw at You'; straighien up at ‘Hasuis’
(O King, Helper, Savior, and Shield. Blessed ave You, Hasuem, Shield
of Abraham,
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Yochanan: Three books are opened

[before the Heavenly Tribunall on Rosh Hashanah -— ong for the
unquestionably wicked; one for the unquestionably righteous; and one
for those between [these extrernes], The unquestionably righteous are

immediately inscribed and sealed for life;

the unquestionably wicked

are immediately inscribed and sealed for death. {But the judgment of}
thosé between stands in abeyance from Rosh Hashanah until Yom
Kippur. If they are found worthy, they are inscribed for life; if they are
not found worthy, they are inscribed for death (Rosh Hashanah 6b).
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A

books are opened on Rosh
one of the utterly wicked, and one of the middle-range people [between
the vwo extremes]. Now, this theme of the apening of the books
was sard, as 1t would seems, by way of metaphor, in reference o His
providensial watch over them [people}. I order that the words should
enter the ezes of the bisteners, our Sages would always speak in terms
famibar to human heings.] The Sages continued ] The totally righseous

SR PN TIPES NST ROV LPINV MBI NI MR newd .

e WY EORST W PR PR UNNY DD UNT pa DpTaw
ij:mp DA P DT TS PRSPPI e opvren amew wh o, e ke
IAM WYL ) PRATP MY P n e T BT e 2R Pt
CPTISTE TR DRR M PR LRI Y 3 e TR WY B W mowh

COPE TIRY DI L IRANI [ N AT v - qeb iy fo
oty el M DRI SUDD DR AT R JITIR DY ARG RV een Y DD P
i LanbE ROV NIV R DU T L Bh weiem wm TS 0B s o
ap IDEPRT DY PMSY DN PTSL RPN LR PP PWET N IWN 2 e '
CITTY PEEE STUVD FOASMY DI NS OURY LFTN BT NI B COTDE PN
Sam oty WO LIS MND WON DY PR REPET NPT KDV T R
Sapnnd EN WY T AN L0 BRn B PR BT R AW NS LN

lhts{ﬂigh‘thtrt ( I (J%ﬂ . Three facconnt]
baShanak: eme of the totally vighteous,

Thew there 15 what the 5

are written and sealed at once for life. My instractor explained: A g
#
totally righteous person heve means one who s entively vistuous,

nr

Jocent; and simmlacly, an utterly wicked person here means one who

i entively gutlt-laden, and he 18 thevefore {signed and} sealed at once

4]

death, since he has not @ virtue in the world that should shield him.

The people in the middle range remain suspended until the Day of

At

onement, and then the verdict of their judgment is sealed.
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(1) Rosh Hashamah is a very abstract Holiday, The philosophy and concepts
which form the underpinning of the Holiday are very exalted and quite complex! The
mrety of Roshr Hashanah set forth the basic tenets of mwt. Though the Osthudox
American Jew is very observant and meficulons in-his external observance, he lacks
HnoN: ke does not fally understand what ﬂm;%;« is, He regards i merely as faith,
So i, G-d Forbid, one of his family members takes ill, he will run to the Synagogue and
recite & Praw 9. That ia bow his MmN expresses itself. However, MNDN s much more

,.w fias that. 7o is the belief and understanding of the uriqueness of our Jewish destiny,
of our histerical experience, and of owr hopes and visions as far as the future is
concerned, The Brachos of Mamsy s 5020 ool dmy express the essence of the

Holiday, but that of Jewish destiny and Jewish phi!nsaghy‘ That is why Rosh Hashanah,

in which this nhwed is expressed, is the most exalied Holiday in the Jewish calendac
Yw;s Kepper is more understandable. Yo Kippur degls with mg concepts of sin and
forgiveness. Ome commits erimes, and then mg‘ret;s,. repeu&éiid exhotts de ter forpive
and gramt him expiation. Hosh Hashavah, on the other hand, expseasas.ilw ;}_himscphy of

our Py and s, therefare, sch more diffienlt to comprehend.

i ol A

b z N
fgﬁg‘ (I The motto of Rosh Hashanah is ysbn. What does

i Cirst, 3 v (e is the King of the
mean? $vabm has three meanings. First, pibn means oy e, & iz of

W @

world G- is she Creator of the word. He was alone before the world way created. He
is the only one who determines life. His existence is singubar and vnique. G-d ia
existence par, excellence. I something does exist, if creatures do exist, i handiwork
exists, if the ;forid exists, if the usriverse exists, from our globe up to the outer reaches of
the cosmos, it is becanse alf participate in the existense of G-d, hecmée Gty byamn,
shaves His existence with them, But there is sctually one existence, onﬁ‘r&a!ir,y_, namely,
G-d’s reality, That is swhy when Moshe inquired as to G-d"s name, G-& answered: 77NN

o TN “You ask Me what My mame is. My name is existence, reality, par %ﬁ
. excelience.” To exist means to participate in G, to share i God, 1o be close to Fim, to

associate and befriond Hirm and 1o experience the link between manand G4,
tig This is the sound of the shofar.

It is a primitive instrument, barely capable of
modulating its tones or shifting rotes. Can anyone
play a symphony or even a song on a shofar? No, but
its piercing sound symbolizes the inarticulate cry of
the indelibly stained soul that Jongs to be cleansed
but does neot know how. It is a cry that only God's
ear can comprehend and translate into the plea 14~
RPY MY, i is our desive to perform Your desire —
but we do not know how. The constant poundings of
the Evil Inclination, of society, culture, habit, sur-
roundings have numbed us to Your touch, have
deafened us to Your message. As Rambam puts it,
perhaps we do not know the intellectual reason for
the commandment of shofar, but it has a symbolism
that we can comprehend. It is like a bugle blowing a

. reveille for a slumbering soul, saying, “Wake up, you
- ;I:f;g&et‘;?;;ﬁm sieep, and you slumberars, rouse
your slumber and return o God.
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42 Whiere does a Jew really belong in his heart of hearts?

This is symbolized beautifully in a mishnah that dis-
cusses the laws of ritual purity and contamination,
which are not the same for fish and Jand animals,
The mishnah (Keilim 17:13) discusses the case of an
amphibian called 023 2%, walrus [lit. sea dog). Since
it inhabits both sea and land, does it have the Jaws of
a fish or of an animal? The mishnah rules that since
in time of great danger it flees from the water and
takes refuge on land, it is a land animal. Similarly,
even an estranged Jew remains Jewish, so long as he
returns ‘home’ when threatened. The shofar is his &
homing signal, the cry from the Jewish heart that
says, 'l belong here,’ and the echoing cry from God’s
heart that says, “Yes, the door is open.” That is why
there was an intense shofar sound when the Torah
was given and that is why the shofar will sound
again to herald the final redemption. It is the instru-
ment that says that when no words are possible, no
words are needed. '
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